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Cruald there be life on other planets? Jehn MNewell a science correspon
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life. and a «till smaller
fraction of those is likely
tn have produced intelli-
gen! heings  hecanse., as
evolution  has  shown on
Farth, the line that led to
Man has been a verv thin
nne: cointless other species
of anmimal have thrived
without developing man-
hke intelligence nften
indeed have prospered
through losing what intel-

ligence they had and be-
coming deegenerate, like
many parasites. And vet,
despite all this, there re-
mains a passihility — no
more — that species of
other intelligent  beines

could exist 1n our own
galaxv: and one can add
that. if thev do, it 1= prob-
able that their civilizations
are far in advance of our
aown.

EVIDENCE

Nor can one dismiss as |

utterly inconceivahle the

ssibility  that  Umdenti-
ed Flying Obhjects re-
ported over the vears
could in a few instances bhe
unmanned space vehicles
sent out from other civil-
isations. One can only say

that there is as vet no
scientifically acceptahle
evidence for such a con-
clusion. More interesting
however, 18 the claim bv
Iwa  scientists 1o have

found evidence of a differ-
ent kind of life slesuwhera
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ent kind of life elsewhere
in the universe,

The two men are Dr
and Dr Narv., of
who made a

n
1961, that thev had found
ﬂr[.‘.ﬂnl"l?d siructiires
some 1.7 of them
which bhore an extraordin-
ary resemblance to fossils,

——

Cbhut did not resemble any
terrestrial species.  Almost
| certainly, the metcorites
examined had come 1o

Farth from the asteroid

' belt in the solar svstem—

the belt of irregular chunks
of rock, some several miles
acromg, which orbit the sun
hetween Mars and Jupiter
and which conld be pieces
from a fragmented planet.
The inference was that the
“fossil - hearing metero-
rites derived from these as-
leronds.

Such a theory implied a

further dramatic conclu-
sion. If life. even of this
primitive kind — for if

the structures were fossils,
they were the remains only
of minute plants and micro-
organisms — could exst
on an asteroid, then the
likelthood of [ife existing
elsewhere n the universe
is immediately greatly in-
creased. For none of the

asteroids could possess any

atmacnhsra et
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atmosphere, oxvgen or
water vapour, and they are
many millions of miles fur-
ther from the warmth of
the sun even than icy Mars

But the distingiished
Rritish scientist, Professor
Bernal. who helped to
examine more meleorites,
pointed out that  natural
radioactivity inside aster-
oids might provide the
heat required for life. and
that oxvgen and water
could he obtiined from
rocks hv chemical reac-
tions similar 1o those used
by some bacteria. If life
eriild evnlve nn an

asteromd, it could evolve
practically amywhere

(MMher sclentisie  betides
Claus and Nagy have found
similar stryctures in other
meteorites, looking remark-
ably hike the first findings.
And very recently. after &
long silence, three binlo-
grsts who have heen mak-
ing a demailed study of the
sliructures with an electron
microscope announced that

thev had found that the
“"fossils™  were far too
deeplv embedded 1n the
meteorites to he due o
earthly contamination, and |
that thev had a structure
strongly sugpestive of life.

The question remains
apen.  Is there anyv other

evidence of |ife anvwhere
else in the universe” Noth-

National Library of Australia

Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Thursday 23 November 1967, page 27 (3)

else in the universe” Noth-
ing at all
astronomers  who  helieve
that it i« conceivahle have
been excited aboit a phen
omenon in radio astron-
omy.  The possibility that
we mav have accidentalls
<tumbled upon a s<ort ol
interstellar “hot lipe” — a
racho network Lhinking civ-
ilisations on planets much
more advanced than our
own — has been seriomsiy
put forward by an Amen-
can scientist, Alan Barrett,
at the Mauassachusetts Insn-

tute of Technology His
suggestion it hased upon
the discovery of extra-
ordinarily  intense radio

waves in space which may
have manv of the charac-
teristics  of  those pro-

convincing. but |

duced bv the man - made |

electronic  devices called

“masers”,

Masers are nsed to pick
up famt <ignaly and to
magnify them millions of
times over; for example.
very  powerful and ad-
vanced masers are em-
ploved to amplify the min-
ute signals  received  at
ground  terminals.,  from
communications  satellites
like Farly Bird, These
tadin signals come
small,  separale sources,
rather as might be expec-
ted if they were heing
wsed for communications,
and some of them even
SECIM tin  fluctuate As

though they might be carry-|
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A AR FATRETN iy FTENIR TR 1™ LAY
ing «ome form of infor-
mation

RADIATION

It is conceivahle, so the
theonrv goes. that the in-
tense radiation found s
the product of a natural
maser action, and one can
specilate that radio engin
eers, ltar more advanced
than ours. might take ad
vantage of such a natural
maser (o amphfy thein
awn signals to a poini
where they could be trans
mitted across space 1o he
picked up by civilisations
nn  planete  many light
:-.{‘.'1“. AWaAN

The great impediment to
this kind of insterstellar
signalling wonild of
conrse be the immense dis-
tances involved, 1t would |
take severnl vears to get o
replv back from even the
nearest planetary  svstem
Or, could a breed of
“super - radio - engineers”

have found some wav to
P

send their sipnals 1 s ler
than radio waves normally
travel?  Quuite recently a

theory was put forward to
explaim how certain atomic
particles might be ahle to
travel manv times facter
than light., The idea does
not look at mad a< it did
a few vears agdr. Foruim
Waorld Features.
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